
BUYER’S UPDATE
UK weather impact  August 2022
There’s a lot going on in the fruit and veg world, so here’s an update from our 
Lee on what’s happening in order to help you plan and adjust your menus over 
the coming weeks and months!

Hot hot hot..
Unless you’ve been hibernating in a fridge somewhere you’ll be fully aware the UK is going through a 
heat wave! Record breaking temperatures of over 40 degrees have been seen this past month or so, and 
this of course, has impacted on our crops. 
Our growers are doing a great job in difficult circumstances but we wanted to make you aware of some 
of the main products that have been affected and suggest alternatives during this time.
 

In the longer term...
White and red cabbage are having their growth stunted so may be 
smaller 
Tenderstem has gone to flower and so we are bridging the gap for 
customers who must have with imported from Kenya. However, we 
would advise going for a more sustainable option by choosing alternative 
home grown products such as UK courgette or UK Savoy that are 
doing ok as they fair better in high temperatures. or Imported 
asparagus for fine dining.
 

www.oliverkayproduce.co.uk   

01204 385463         
@oliverkayproduce@oliver-kay

For any questions, enquiries, or to place an order please call the office 
on 01204 385463. Alternatively, you can order via our 

‘Oliver Kay’ app or online by visitng www.oliverkayproduce.co.uk

Appearances can be deceiving...
Please be mindful that due to the hot weather and limited rainfall, many 
home grown produce may look slightly different at the moment; For 
example you may see some discolouration / sunburn patches, we have 
already seen this on Iceberg lettuce etc.
 

In the short term...
Broccoli head sizes are too small meaning farmers are delayed in harvesting  
whilst they wait for them to grow. This means there are very limited 
amounts available and so we have bridged the gap by ordering additional 
Savoy and cauliflower as an alternative on menus. 
Little Gem are a delicate product and due to the drought are not growing 
as usual. Growers are working hard to keep us in supply but we may see 
gaps in availability. We would suggest using hardier lettuce such as Cos as 
an alternative. 
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